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KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT. TEXAS--------------""""
104-1534 16 November 1995 Washington, DC
SHOW YOUR SUPPORT FOR PUBLIC EDUCATION. "I can't believe Congress is actually
considering these drastic cuts in education." This one comment is representative of the bulk of
the mail I have received this year about what is being done to the quality of public education in
America.
Few would disagree with how important it is to provide our children with the best
possible education. There is no question that the American public wants the best for their
children and their education. In fact, now more than ever before in the history of our nation
it is crucial to do so.
Below is information provided by the Department of Education I would like to share
which will highlight actions taken by the House and Senate. Because of the affect this will have
on our children and our schools these should be of concern to us all.
IMPROVING THE BASICS AND CORE SUBJECTS
TITLE I: Helping children learn basic and advanced skills in reading and math.
House cut -- $1.1 billion or 17% denying assistance to over I million children.
Senate cut -- $679 million denying assistance to almost 700,000 children.
CREATING SAFE AND DRUG FREE SCHOOL ENVIRONMENTS
Safe and Drug-Free Schools: Helping schools reduce drug abuse and prevent violence.
House cut -- $266 million or 57 % curtailing services for 39 million students in 97 % of
the nation's school districts, preventing high schools from having trained school safety officers
and schools from training teachers in violence and drug prevention.
Senate cut -- $266 million or 57%.
HELPING SCHOOLS RAISE STANDARDS OF ACHIEVEMENT AND DISCIPLINE
Goals 2000: Helping local communities design and better use their resources to improve
teaching and learning and raise students' standards of achievement and discipline.
House eliminates program entirely cutting school excellence grants to 9,300 schools
serving 5.1 million children.
Senate cut the program by $62 million or 17% affecting school improvement efforts for
1,600 schools serving more than 800,000 children.
Eisenhower Professional Development State Grants: Helping states and local school
districts train and improve skills for teachers through high quality professional development
program in core subjects.
House cut $202 million or 80% impeding improvement in teacher performance in many
of the nation's school districts.
Senate provides an increase of $24 million or 9%.
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CONNECTING HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS TO REAL-LIFE EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES AND COMMUNITY COLLEGES
School-To-Work Opportunities Act: Providing funds to implement school-to-work
systems to help smooth the transition for youth from school to rewarding careers and further
education.
House cuts $105 million or 88% affecting over 28 states next year.
Senate cuts $109 1Il111ion or 8 % eliminating services for school children across the
country and services for thousands of adults.
MAKING COLLEGE LOANS MORE ACCESSmLE
Direct Student Loans and Federal Family Education Loans: Direct lending has proven
highly successful with students and families as well as colleges and universities. It focuses funds
on improving services to students and institutions by employing marked-based competition to
introduce accountability and responsiveness to the student loan program. Simplicity and
streamlining are achieved by eliminating the middle man in the student loan process. Schools
participating in the program have lower default rates than schools not participating. Direct
Loans are processed more efficiently, more quickly, and at less cost.
The House proposal calls for $10.8 billion in cuts by eliminating Direct Lending,
restricting student access to loans and preventing the two loan programs from competing freely
and colleges from choosing the program best suited to their needs. The House also ends the
federal subsidy of interest payments that loan recipients receive during the 6-month grace period,
forcing undergraduate students to pay up to $700 more in interest and graduate students to pay
up to $2,500 more. Interest rates for parents would increase, directly affecting the cost of
fmancing a college education for families.
The Senate proposal would cap Direct Lending at 20% of total loan volume threatening
the continuation of many of the 1,350 Direct Loan Schools now in the program and denying the
opportunity for 500 additional schools already signed up to participate in 1996-97.
GETTING TECHNOLOGY AND COMPUTERS INTO THE CLASSROOM
AS FAST AS POSSmLE
Technology Challenge Grants: Helping build local private-public partnerships to get
technology and computers into the classroom to improve instruction for children.
House cut from Administration's requested level $58 million.
Senate cut from Administration's requested level $58 million.
This program leverages $3 in private sector commitments for every $1 invested by the
Department. The $9.5 million in Fiscal Year 1995 Challenge Grants will leverage over $70
million in investments by business and community partners in the first year and $300 million
over the life of the 5-year grants. The Senate and House efforts to cut back the Administration's
proposed investment will deny hundreds of communities access to future grants that would assist
them in retooling their schools for the information age.
What we are seeing is very severe cuts, cuts that will have a negative and long-lasting
impact. What we need to remember is that education has always been the means by which
people rise out of poverty and into careers of productivity. Education provides people with the
means to become productive and taxpaying citizens as well as providers of opportunities for
others. As a constituent recently wr~te me, when making education cuts let's not amputate
healthy arms and legs.
We must all work together and show our support for public education. If we value our
children that is the path we will take.
# # #
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